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It is fitting and proper that we gather today to remember that "Some Gave
All. " We remember all who died serving their country, as well as those who
have died since they served. We also remember every soldier, sailor, marine
and airman in uniform today and pray for their protection. Bring them home
safe. .

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth does change, and though the
mountains are shaken into the hearts of the seas. For this God is our God
forever and ever. He will be our guide even unto death.

In this short service, we render special homage to those shipmates-known
and unknown-who have died. We specially recognize our comrades from
other ships and members of other Armed Services who "gave all" when they
died in battle. All. contributed to the security of our Nation. We honor our
shipmates with deep feeling and we do so, because of the bonds forged on our
ship. Our memorial service is a way to bring before our minds a flow of
memories and faces.

o God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies can be
numbered, make us, we beseech Thee, deeply sensible of the shortness and
uncertainty of human life; and let Thy Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and
righteousness all our days, that when we have served Thee in our generation,
we may be gathered unto our fathers, having the testimony of a good
conscience; in communion; in the confidence of a certain faith; in the comfort
of a reasonable, religious and holy hope; in favor with Thee our God, and in
perfect charity with the world; all which we ask through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

This year, with the war against terrorism fresh in our minds, memories of
our own experiences were renewed with a fresh sharpness. In the immediacy
of TV's reports from the field by its embedded reporters, we found ourselves
once again amid the stresses and tensions of battle.

Once again- at least for the past three days- we experienced that unspoken
dependence upon our shipmates, and once again they did not fail us. All this
we felt- and the memories came.

o God, we pray Thee that the memory of our shipmates; may be ever sacred
in our hearts; that the sacrifice which they have offered to our county's cause
may be acceptable in Thy sight; and that an entrance into Thine eternal peace
may, by Thy pardoning grace, be open unto them through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Thus we think of our friends who have died. They remain a part of us. Some
died just as their lives were beginning, some lived full and productive lives.
"Remember me," they say, "Think of me." We do, we do. Your memory
reminds us of what we have lost.

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and they glory, forever and ever. Amen.

For our deceased shipmates-known and unknown- we mourn their passing
and render deep sympathy to their families. And we think of the lives of so
many who were made better because our comrades had been there for them
through the years.

This morning we offer this prayer for them and all war dead. "May flights of
Angels tend you on your way to the Home which you were created. Now you
no longer fear the terror night, nor the arrow that flies by the day. For He has
given His Angels charge over you- to guard you in all your ways. Upon their
hands, His Angels bear you up. And he has set you on high." Amen.

The Lord bless and keep thee, the Lord make His face to shine upon thee and
be gracious unto thee, the Lord light up the light of His countenance upon
thee and give thee peace. Amen.
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A single peal of the bell shall to serve to remind us of

All who have died in battle and our unknown shipmates
That have passed on.

Two peals of the bell shall serve to remind us of those
shipmates known to have passed on.

If anyone knows of another member of the
USS Holland who has passed, but not named above, please
Rise and call his / her name.

ALL: Eternal Father, strong to serve
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep
It own appointed limits keep
o hear us when we cry to Thee
For those in peril on the sea.
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San Antonio, TeJ.l1asPlease honor our deceased friends and their families with

A moment of silence.

This concludes the Memorial Service. Have a blessed day and a
safe trip home. GOD Bless you all.


