
Commissioning Crew— 
L/R (Front) Forrest Rooney, Bart Shaw, and Charles Wolner 

Second Row — Mike Bartik, Frank Taylor, Raymond Stafford, Al Getchell, Joe Shriver and James Wells.  
Back row — Robert Amatucci, Gene Lyons, and Ernest Burrhus  

 

 The third an-
nual USS Holland re-
union was held July 
20—23, 2006 at the 
Drawbridge Inn, Fort 
Mitchell, Kentucky. 
Each reunion has been 
larger than the previ-
ous and this one was 
attended by 46 former 
shipmates and their 
spouses, children and 
guests. Considering 
the size of the Hol-
land’s crew, average 
length of service by 
each shipmate and the 
33 active years of ser-
vice for the Holland—

this can really grow 
into something grand. 

 The registration 
desk opened Thursday 
morning and shipmates 
began arriving through-
out the day from all 
four corners of the 
country.  Jack Bouchez 
from Florida, Patrick 
Bannerman from Con-
necticut, Dr. Richard 
Wilson from California, 
Frank Wright from Ari-
zona, and Al Getchell 
from Texas to name a 
few. Looking at the list 
of names and addresses 
of those that attended 

the reunion, and the dis-
tances traveled by all, it 
was obvious that their 
time on the Holland had 
left a lifelong impres-
sion. 

 The first place 
after registration was 
always the hospitality 
room and as each new 
arrival appeared at the 
door there was always a 
look of excited but sub-
dued anticipation of 
“who do I know that will 
be there.” I didn’t matter 
that much though, be-
cause each person that 
entered knew that he or 
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Larry Eckard of ML&RS presented the USS Holland Association with a US Flag that was 
flown over the United States Capitol building. The flag was obtained by Senator Jim Bunning 

(R—KY) for the Holland Association  



 

she had a lifelong bond 
with everyone that hap-
pened to be there. It’s 
amazing how many real-
ized they overlapped for a 
significant amount of time 
on the Holland and are 
only now getting to know 
each other. 

 At 6:00pm there 
was a welcome reception 
hosted by the Association 
president Joe Garcia with 
a cash bar and hors d’oeu-
vres. Dinner was on your 
own and afterwards many 
were drawn back to the 
hospitality room to renew 
old friendships and culti-
vate new ones. 

 Friday after break-
fast there were tours 
scheduled but because 
there was not enough ad-
vanced registration for 
them most were canceled. 
Those that wanted to get 
out and see the area did so 
anyway. During the day, 

several additional ship-
mates arrived, including 
several “walk-ins” who 
were all enthusiastically 
welcomed. Again at 6:0pm 
there was a social hour 
planned and afterwards a 
southern-style buffet for 
dinner. Attendees were 
asked to bring a small gift 
to the reunion that repre-
sented their hometowns 
and after dinner there was 
a “Yankee swap” where 
tickets were drawn for the 
various gifts. Most were 
unwilling to give up their 
prizes and did everything 
they could to hang on to 
them. 

 Saturday afternoon 
we held a lively business 
meeting where the next 
reunion location was se-
lected (San Antonio, 
Texas) and a lot of discus-
sion about the future of the 
Association and where we 
wanted to go, what some 
of our goals should be and 

what we need to do to so-
lidify our future. 

 Saturday night we 
had a photo session where 
group and individual pic-
tures were taken and after-
wards a formal cocktail 
hour followed by the high-
light of the reunion, our 
formal banquet. The pro-
gram was opened with the 
playing of “Anchors 
Aweigh” followed by the 
National Anthem, Pledge of 
Allegiance, and welcome 
remarks by Joe Garcia. Af-
ter dinner a few more pho-
tographs were taken, a few 
announcements were made 
and Larry Eckard of Mili-
tary Locator & Reunion 
Service, Inc (ML&RS,Inc) 
presented the USS Holland 
Association with a United 
States flag that was flown 
over the United States 
Capitol Building in Wash-
ington DC, on behalf of US 
Senator Jim Bunning (R-
Ky). 

3rd Annual Reunion at Fort Mitchell, Kentucky  
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RELAX, RENEW OLD 

FRIENDSHIPS AND 

EXPLORE NEW ONES 

 Sunday morning 
there was a private buffet 
followed by a short memo-
rial service to honor our 
deceased shipmates. A 
ships bell was donated to 
the association and from 
now on will be a part of 
every memorial service at 
every reunion. It will ring 
as the names of those de-
ceased are spoken by their 
“sponsor.” The memorial 
service is the final formal 
activity and it concludes 
the reunion.                             

What do you do if you go into the wrong door on the way to the banquet and stumble into  a  
sorority meeting?  —— What do you do if they won’t let you go?? 
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The hospitality room —- this was where it all started  

About the town 

Old Friends 



 The 4th annual re-
union of the USS Holland 
(AS-32) Association will be 
held from Thursday Sep-
tember 13th through Sunday 
September 16 at the Radis-
son Hotel San Antonio 
Downtown Market Square 
in San Antonio, Texas. 

 The Radisson Hotel 
is located in downtown San 
Antonio, convenient to 
many local attractions such 
as the Alamo, River Walk, 
Six Flags Fiesta Texas, the 
San Antonio Zoo, Sea 
World San Antonio, the San 
Antonio Convention Center, 
great shopping at Market 
Square, many of the best 
restaurants in the country 
and in fact, if you can’t find 
it here — you aren’t going 
to find it. 

 Samuel Clemens 
(better known as Mark 
Twain) said that San Anto-
nio is one of America’s four 
unique cities. The others are 
San Francisco, New Or-

4th Annual Reunion in San Antonio, Texas  
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leans, and Boston. You may be 
surprised to know that as of the 
2005 US Census estimate, San 
Antonio is the second largest 
city in the state of Texas and 
the seventh-largest in the 
United States. 

 Early signs are show-
ing that this will be our largest 
reunion yet based on the num-
ber of reservations and inquires 
already made. Everyone, I am 
sure, is looking forward to re-
newing old friendships, making 
new ones and just catching up 
with the latest news.  

The city of San Anto-
nio has a lot to offer for your 
entertainment, relaxation and, 
for that matter, it’s just a very 
interesting area. Start with 
Mayor Phil Hardberger. He 
was a captain in the US Air 
Force and piloted B-47 bomb-
ers, worked as Executive Sec-
retary of the US Peace Corps 
during the Kennedy admini-
stration, was an attorney, a 
Chief Justice, wrote books on 
courtroom evidence and proce-
dures, a race-car driver and 
completed ascents of Mt Rain-
ier and Mt Kilimanjaro. With 
that kind of mayor I don’t think 
San Antonio could be an unin-
teresting town. Running for a 
second term was a difficult 
decision for him because at 

heart he is a sailor and wanted 
to spend his retirement with 
his wife, Linda, sailing their 
boat. Linda Hardberger, by 
the way, is a survivor of the 
sinking of the SS Andrea 
Doria.       

 The Association offi-
cers have worked hard and are 
very excited that interest has 
grown in the association. In 
addition to hanging out with 
your shipmates and taking in 
the area, there will be a lot of 
decisions for us to make con-
cerning future directions for 
the association. There will be 
a general meeting to discuss 
and vote on association busi-
ness. If there are items you 
want brought up or discussed, 
please send a note to the asso-
ciation secretary, Ivan Harri-
son. 

 One of the items to be 
considered is a volunteer for 
the position of Association 
Historian. This will be the 
focal point to collect as much 
information about the Hol-
land, the boats it served, the 
ports called home, and most 
importantly, the officers and 
crewmembers who served on 
the Holland. If anyone has 
pictures, newspaper articles or 
any information about the 
Holland, please bring it to the 

reunion. We will have a 
computer and scanner there 
so that we can capture it in 
your presence and return it to 
you. If you cannot attend, 
consider having it scanned 
locally and get it to us by e-
mail or on a CD. With each 
image we also want as much 
information as possible, such 
as the location, date and who 
is pictured. Our goal is to be 
able to put together a written 
and photographic history of 
the Holland’s 33 year life-
span. As we collect all of this 
information we will organize 
it in a format that we can 
have an evolving history of 
the Holland that can be 
viewed on a television or PC. 
Please don’t send the origi-
nals because if anything hap-
pened to them they most 
likely could never be re-
placed. In the next newslet-
ter, that will go out before 
the reunion we will publish 
more information about this 
project.       

 To register go to  ——  http://www.radisson.com/ussholland 



 To help you get 
started in your planning for 
the reunion we are including a 
broad amount of information 
about the Radisson Hotel San 
Antonio Downtown Market 
Square, the surrounding area 
as well as information specific 
to your mode of travel. 

First of all the hotel: 
The Radisson Hotel 
502 West Durango 
San Antonio, Texas 78207 
Phone: (210) 224-7155 
Fax: (210) 2249130 
W w w . r a d i s s o n . c o m /
ussholland 
 
Location 
 The Radisson Hotel is 
located off of Interstate 35 
South and Interstate 10 West. 
It is approximately 10 miles 

from the San Antonio Inter-
national Airport. 
Parking: 

 C o mp l e me n t a r y 
garage parking is available 
for all hotel guests. 

Shuttle:  

 The Radisson Hotel 
offers a complementary 
downtown van shuttle for 
all guest during the hours of 
7:00am through 10:30pm 
for a three mile radius of the 
hotel which includes all 
downtown attractions and 
restraints. 

Hotel Restaurant:  

 The Café Chame-
leon, a bright airy restaurant 
and bar, specializes in south-
western cuisine, is open dur-
ing the hours 6:30an—
10:30am, 11:00—2:00pm, 
and 5:00—10:00pm for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Room service is available 
from 6:30am—11:00pm. 

Lounge: 

 The Lobby Bar fea-
tures a quiet atmosphere and 
pool side service. 

San Antonio, Texas 
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Www.ussholland.org 

Services: 

 Safety deposit boxes 
are available at the front desk 
and rollaway beds are avail-
able for $10:00 per night plus 
tax. 

Guest Rooms: 

 Of the 250 rooms 
available, 200 are non-
smoking rooms. All rooms 
have complementary high 
speed internet access, cable 
television with free HBO 
movies, hair dryers, coffee 
makers, voice mail, iron and 
full size ironing boards. 

Exercise Facility: 

 The Radisson offers 
complementary guest use of 
their state-of-the-art exercise 
facility that connects to the 
courtyard area, outdoor pool 
and Jacuzzi. 

Travel by Plane: 

 Flying to San Anto-
nio should be a breeze. On the 
following page there is an 
airport map with a list of air-
lines that service the area. 
During the next several years 
there is a major construction 
project that will prepare the 
San Antonio airport for a busy 
future. Two new terminal fa-
cilities, terminals B & C are 
being built. Having started in 
2006, Terminal B will be con-
structed between existing ter-
minals 1 & 2 and is expected 
to be completed in late 2008. 
Once B is operational terminal 
2 will be demolished to clear 
room for Terminal C. Work 
on terminal C will begin in 
2009 with a completion date 
of late 2010. When B & C are 
operational Terminal One will 
become Terminal A for a total 



of three terminals. During the 
time of our reunion the origi-
nal terminals 1 and 2 will still 
be in service and that is what 
you will use. When you arrive 
at the  San Antonio airport 
you will have a number of 
options for ground transporta-
tion. 

The airport offers SA Trans 
Shuttle Service to all down-
town hotels for $14.00 one 
way and $24.00 round trip. 
Tickets are sold curbside out-
side the baggage area at termi-
nals 1 and 2. If you go to the 
ca r r i e r s  web  s i t e  a t 
www.saairportshuttle.com you 
can print out a coupon for 
$2.00 off each one-way or 
roundtrip ticket you purchase. 
Children under 6 ride free. 
You may call (210)-281-9900 
for additional information 

 There are nine car 
rental companies with counter 
space in each of the terminals. 
Whichever agency you nor-
mally use you should make 
advanced reservations. 

A cab ride may be shared by 
up to 4 people and will cost 
$19 to $22. 

City bus service from the air-
port to downtown is $1.15. 
You will have to transfer once 
or twice depending on the 
route you choose. Go to the 
VIA Metropolitan Transit 
website at www.viainfo.net 
and you can select your route 
and print maps before you 
leave home. Also check out 
the $3.75 day pass good for 
unlimited rides on all regular 
bus and streetcar service for 
the one day indicated on the 
pass. See the ground transpor-
tation agents at curbside for 

schedules and additional 
information. 

Travel by Train: 

 Amtrak does have a 
station in San Antonio and 
it is only about 2 miles from 
the Radisson. This is a 
chance to make the travel 
portion of the reunion 
“almost” as enjoyable as the 
reunion itself. Trails and 
Rails is an innovative part-
nership between the Na-
tional Park Service and Am-
trak. It’s a program that pro-
vides rail passengers with 
educational opportunities 
that foster an appreciation 
of various regions’ natural 
and cultural heritage. The 
Texas Eagle which travels 
between Chicago and San 
Antonio has National Park 
Service guides from the San 
Antonio Missions National 
Historic Park onboard be-
tween San Antonio and Fort 
Worth. Did you know that 
Spanish Missions were not 
churches? They were Indian 
towns, with the church as 
the focus, where the native 
people were learning to be-
come a citizen. In the 
1700s, in order to become a 
citizen, they had to be 
Catholic. There is a lot to 
see and learn here. Enjoy! 

 

Travel by Car: 

 Get a good map, 
allow plenty of time, and 
make frequent stops. If you 

have time, get off the inter-
states and see how many 
“historical markers” you can 
stop to read. The Hotel has 
easy access to several inter-
state exchanges and the hotel 
provides complimentary 
parking. 

Travel by Motor Home/
Trailer: 

 If you are combining 
a RV trip with the reunion, 
parking is scarce for large 
vehicles in any city this size 
and the hotel parking is cov-
ered and has about a 7 foot 
height limit. The Radisson 
indicated that they could try 
and accommodate at least 
one large vehicle in the back 
by a loading area if advanced 
arrangements were made. 
There are, however, camp-
grounds in the area that may 
work out better. 

 The San Antonio 
KOA (210-224-9296)  is a 
large 45 acre campground 
that has over 250 campsites 
and is less than 5 miles from 
the downtown area. The San 
Antonio city bus lines pick 
up directly in front of the 
campground every 30 min-
utes and stop within ½ block 
of the Alamo. It is about a 
ten minute drive from the 
campground to the hotel. 
There are other large camp-
grounds in the area but they 
are closer to 20 to 25 miles 
away. The Admiralty RV Re-
sort (800-999-7872) is about 
25 miles away and is located 
next to Sea World. There is 

San Antonio, Texas 
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also a city bus that stops about 
a block from This camp-
ground. 

Travel by Motorcycle:  

 The same as by car—
take your time to enjoy the 
trip. 

Don’t forget that Rand 
McNally and Harley Davidson 
put together a 320 page road 
atlas that is designed to fit in 
your saddlebags and made 
with a protected tear resistive 
cover. Its not just a map atlas, 
but there is a wealth of  emer-
gency information as well as 
motorcycle laws by state and 
province.     

                   



Photographic Nostalgia 

Page 8 Volume 4, Issue 1 

Ships Mast—VanCouver Ca. 

Aft Quarter Deck 

W-1 Torpedo Shop 

Philippine Harbor  W-1 Torpedo Shop 
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Decommission Pennant  

Hong Kong Harbor 
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Got Gas? 
 There is hardly a day that goes by 
that you do not read about the rising cost of 
fuel or get that feeling of stunned disbelief as 
the numbers climb and climb while you fill 
your gas tank. If that weren’t bad enough, 
there is the feeling of hopelessness. The price 
at the pump is not negotiable except to go 
somewhere else in hopes of saving a few 
cents per gallon. You are powerless and the 
pain of salt being rubbed into an open 
wound smarts as you also read about record 
profits in the oil industry.  

 Oil companies have what economist 
call, a vertical organization, which, as compa-
nies go these days is uncommon. Early last 
century it was common. What this means is 
that they have exclusive rights to the oil in 
the ground, they own the distillation plants  
and the distribution networks, and they own 
the gas station or have exclusive dealing con-
tracts with the independent networks. To the 
frustrated consumer this complicates their 
understanding of the price of a gallon of gas. 
What drove up the price? The cost of crude, 
distribution cost, refinery capacity or cost or 
all of those? 

     The first thing to understand is that 
the world’s oil supply acts like an asymptote 
value – a math term that means a value gets 
closer and closer to zero but never reaches it. 
When searching for oil, the oil companies 
first retrieve the most accessible and there-
fore the cheapest to obtain and afterwards go 
after the more and more difficult and also 
costly to get. Depending on current prices, a 
particular oil find may not be extracted be-
cause the expense of removing the oil would 
exceed what the current market price would 
bring. It is a lot more costly to extract oil 
from a floating platform in the Gulf of Mex-
ico over 2,000 feet of salt water than from a 
300 foot well in Oklahoma.  

 The oil we are using now is the 
byproduct of a process that took millions of 
years and the amount of crude oil available 
has a limit. According to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration, a branch of our govern-
ment that provides us official energy statis-
tics, oil production in the U.S. has been on 
the decline since 1970. The agency also fore-
casts peak crude oil production worldwide, 

and based on factors such as growth in 
consumption and within 12 different 
scenarios place the world’s peak produc-
tion between 2021 and 2112. Recent 
realities such as the tremendous eco-
nomic growth in China and developing 
Asian economies would indicate the peak 
production year to be sooner rather than 
later. To put all of this in a different way, 
perhaps easier to understand, an oil com-
pany provides gas at the pump as a final 
product to you, the consumer. The gaso-
line, of course has been produced by the 
distillation of oil that the oil company 
has explored for and shipped to its distil-
lation facilities. In the meantime the oil 
company is continually looking for new 
sources of oil because they know that the 
current sources will eventually dry up. 
Now consider that Shell oil, which is one 
of the largest oil companies in the world, 
has gone for a number of years without 
finding as much new oil as it has been 
pumping from existing sources. What if 
you were spending $500 a month more 
than you made every month? In a 1998 
paper by Campbell and Laherrère titled 
“The End of Cheap Oil” that appeared in 
the Scientific America, it was pointed out 
that: 

About 80% of the oil produced 
today flows from fields that were found before 
1973, and the great majority of these are 
declining.”                         

 “The U.S is the world’s largest 
energy producer, consumer, and net im-
porter. It also ranks 11th worldwide in 
reserves of oil, six natural gas, and first in 
coal” according to the Energy Informa-
tion Agency (EIA). Currently we import 
about 59.5% of the total petroleum we 
use. The countries the U.S imports petro-
leum from may surprise you. The top 
five, as of February 2007, in order of 
quantity are: 

• Canada  
• Mexico 
• Venezuela 
• Saudi Arabia 
• Nigeria 

Looking at the table above, at oil con-
sumption by country, you are probably 
not be surprised that the U.S. is at the 
top of the list. 

 The numbers that may surprise 
you are oil consumption (per capita) by 
country, that is, how much oil is con-
sumed based on population. The num-
bers below are barrels per day per 1,000 
people. I also added the names from the 
previous chart to show their positions. 

United States 20,730,000 bbl/day 

China 6,534,000 bbl/day 

Japan 5,578,000 bbl/day 

Germany 2,650,000 bbl/day 

Russia 2,5000,000 bbl/day 

1 Virgin Islands  1,058 

2 Gibraltar 859 

3 Netherlands 
Antilles  

315 

4 Singapore 178 

5 United Arab 
Emirates 

153 

17 United States 69.46 

35 Japan 43 

54 Germany 32 

84 Russia 17 

138 China 5 

Oil Consumption by Country 

Oil consumption based on 
population 
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  Petroleum Products Yielded from One Barrel of Crude Oil in California 

 
One barrel contains 42 gallons of crude oil. The total volume of products made from crude oil based origins is 48.43 gallons on average - 6.43 
gallons greater than the original 42 gallons of crude oil. This represents a "processing gain" due to the additional other petroleum products 
such as alkylates that are added to the refining process to create the final products. 

Additionally, California gasoline contains approximately 5.7 percent by volume of ethanol, a non-petroleum-based additive that brings the 
total processing gain to 7.59 gallons (or 49.59 total gallons). 
Source: California Energy Commission, Fuels Office, PIIRA database. Based on 2004 data.  

Product Percent of Total 
Finished Motor Gaso-
line 

51.4% 

Distillate Fuel Oil 15.3% 

Jet Fuel 12.6% 

Still Gas 5.4% 

Marketable Coke 5.0%  

Residual Fuel Oil 3.3% 

Liquefied Refinery 
Gas 

2.8% 

Asphalt and Road Oil 1.9% 

Other Refined Prod-
ucts 

1.5% 

Lubricants 0.9% 

Petroleum Products Yielded from One Barrel of Crude Oil in California 

Where does your gas dollar 
go? 



Global annual consumption of crude oil far 
exceeds new discoveries of oil.  Driven 
largely by developing Asian economies, 
world demand for conventional oil is in-
creasing at an unusually high rate. In the 
U.S. annual demand growth is projected at 
an estimated 1.5 percent while China has 
had demand growth exceeding 28% in 
2003, for example. Total world oil con-
sumption is estimated to grow from 83.7 
million barrels per day in 2006, to 91.6 
million b/d in 2010 and 118.0 million b/d 
in the year 2030. The U.S will import 60% 
of its oil requirements this year and China 
and India are expected to increase their 
annual demand for imported oil by 7 and 6 
percent respectively. 
 The future is not difficult to see. 
The world is pumping more conventional 
oil than it is discovering. At the same time 
the U.S. and other consuming countries are 
increasing their demand for imported oil at 
record levels. High demand, limited or 
diminishing supply; the result is that  you, 
as a  consumers will pay more, the nation’s 
economic productivity is impacted, your 
standard of living and national security is 
impacted if the Department of Defense 
cannot maintain secure sources of fuel to 
mobilize it’s land vehicles, aircraft and 
naval fleets at home or around the world. 
 Earlier in this article I wrote that 
the world’s oil supply acts like an asymp-
tote value and that the most accessible and 
easiest to process is the first to be pumped 
and the more difficult and lower grade will 
be put off until it becomes economically 
feasible. It may surprise you to know that 
between tar sands in Alberta, Canada and 
America’s rich, massive and concentrated 
oil shale reserves that lay in Colorado, 
Utah and Wyoming there are several tril-
lion barrels of oil; far more than what lies 
in the Middle East.  

Canada’s tar sand production was 
initiated in the 1960s and has grown stead-
ily to over a million barrels/day and is pro-
jected to be at 2.5 million barrels/day by 
2017. The Alberta Tar Sands industry was 
the result of decades of close cooperation 
between the Canadian government and 
Canadian industry.  

Our massive shale oil reserves 
have been recognized as strategically im-
portant to the U.S. for over a hundred 
years. In 1912 President Taft established 

an Office of Naval Petroleum and Oil 
Shale reserves to ensure oil for naval 
military operations. The emerging oil 
shale industry started about 1974 and 
collapsed in the 1980s, not due to re-
source failure or technology potential 
or even environmental considerations. 
It collapsed simply because crude oil 
prices fell sharply and the projects were 
no longer economical. Today govern-
ment and industry are revisiting the 
idea of a profitable shale oil industry 
and have set ambitious goals of 2 mil-
lion barrels of oil per/day by 2020 and 
3 million by 2040. 

Oil shale is very different from 
the oil that we are most familiar with. It 
is not directly pumped out of the 
ground as a liquid because the oil sub-
stances in oil shale are solid. It must 
first be mined and heated to a high tem-
perature to separate the solid from the 
liquid or an experimental process re-
ferred to as in situ retorting involves 
heating the oil shale while still under-
ground and pumping the resulting liq-
uid to the surface. You can see where 
this is going. It is a much more expen-
sive process with potentially greater 
environmental impacts such as air qual-
ity, carbon emissions, groundwater, 
spent shale disposal, and land reclama-
tion just for starters. Much of the water 
required would come from the Colo-
rado River Basin and according to a 
study by the Rand Corporation, it 
would take 3 barrels of water to pro-
duce 1 barrel of shale oil. 

Now that we see the “big” pic-
ture lets focus on now and you and I. 
How does the price we pay at the pump 
today compare with the price we paid 
25 years ago? According to the Energy 
Information Administration (research 
arm of the U.S. Department of Energy) 
that when adjusted for inflation the 
price of a gallon of gas in 1981 would 
be at $3.29. The average fuel efficiency 
n the U.S.  in 1981 was a little over 15 
mpg and today the average fuel effi-
ciency is at 21 mpg. As a nation we are 
spending less than 3% of gross domes-
tic product today compared to 4.6% in 
1981. 

Another price factor you hear 
about frequently in the news today has 

to do with oil refineries. Every time a 
refinery is impacted by weather, fire or 
mechanical problems the pump price 
goes up because the immediate supply 
will be impacted. Why don’t oil compa-
nies build more refineries to increase 
capacity? It’s a 10 to 15 year multibil-
lion dollar effort to build a new refinery. 
Oil profits are high now but they were 
relatively flat before 2002. With calls to 
seek alternative fuels and reduce the use 
of fossil fuels, it is no wonder that oil 
companies don’t want to make multibil-
lion dollar investments that may not pay 
for themselves. No new refineries have 
been build since 1976, however existing 
ones have been greatly expanded. 

At 10AM its frustrating when 
you drive by a gas station and see one 
price for gas and then drive back on the 
same route at 2PM and gas has gone up 
15 cents a gallon. You know that the gas 
he is selling at the higher is the same gas 
from before the prices went up. The an-
swer is that the cost of an item, for any 
market, will be the cost to replace the 
item. Don’t forget that when the price 
goes down it is the same gas that the 
station paid a higher price for earlier. 
Stations typically make only 2 to 3 cents 
per gallon. When gas goes down they 
risk loosing money. 

Another issue you hear about is 
that many consumers believe that oil 
companies are engaged in price gouging. 
There are no federal laws barring price 
gouging. A bill was introduced this year 
making gouging illegal but its scope was 
narrowed to times involving federal 
emergency or disaster. There are federal 
antitrust laws to that make it illegal for 
companies to collude and keep prices 
artificially high. Some states do have 
laws against gouging and the news me-
dia have periodically reported on their 
enforcement, in particular, during times 
of emergency or disaster such as around 
the time of Hurricane Katrina . 

After all that’s said, gas, on aver-
age will only climb in price.                           
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 Chief Warrant Officer Steven 
Price passed away in April 2006 as a re-
sult of asbestos related cancer. As a result, 
the children of Mr. Price are represented 
by the law firm Waters & Krause 
(www.waterskrause.com) because it is 
their belief that he received significant 
asbestos exposure while working aboard 
the USS Holland, especially during the 
overhaul in the Puget Sound Shipyard 
from 1974 to 1975.  The lawsuit of this 
type is typically brought against the 
manufacturer of the product in question 
and is difficult to prove because of the 
long timeline between the victim’s expo-
sure and diagnosis of the illness. In the 
case of asbestos, an aggressive cancer 
known as malignant mesothelioma may 
not be diagnosed until 20 to 30 years after 
exposure and death often follows within a 
year of diagnosis.  A latency period of 30 
to 40 years is not uncommon. 

 If you served on the USS Hol-
land during the time frame that CWO 
Price was there, and you have firsthand 
knowledge of insulation products, equip-
ment insulated with asbestos, equipment 
used to handle asbestos, working condi-
tions or related safety guidelines used on 
board the Holland for that or any time 
period, Walters & Kraus is looking such 
information.   You may contact Waters & 
Kraus via the contact information shown 
below. 

  During the USS Holland’s 33 year ser-
vice she was assigned to a number of sub-
marine squadrons. Many of the subma-
rines that the Holland serviced are listed 

in the web-site maintained by Waters & 
Kraus as “locations with a known risk of 
asbestos exposure.” The Holland’s support 
role for the subs would also indicate that 
asbestos exposure by Holland crew mem-
bers could also have taken place on board 
the submarines during maintenance and 
repair activities. Information about such 
repair activities would also be helpful. 

 The problem with asbestos expo-
sure will not go away soon. As more is 
known about the hazards of asbestos, its 
use and handling by the US Navy person-
nel has been guided by stricter safety pro-
cedures and guidelines. Its use, however, 
was so widespread that in a report dated 
March 1976 by the Naval Ship Engineer-
ing Center estimated that there would be at 
least as many as 30 years of continued ex-
posure.  An abstract of the report said: 

 “Exposure to asbestos is being decreased 
by prohibiting the use of asbestos contain-
ing materials where suitable substitutes 
have been designated and by revising ap-
plicable documentation. Asbestos exposure 
conditions will, however, be present in the 
Navy for the next 20 to 30 years due to the 
need for periodic rip-out of existing asbes-
tos installations for maintenance and repair 
purposes and for those asbestos installa-
tions for which substitutes are not yet 
available. The Navy’s near term objective 
will be to develop improved procedures 
during rip-out operations, to provide even 
greater protection to personnel working 
with asbestos and to identify remaining 
asbestos end items that must be re-
placed…”       

 Many Americans think that asbes-
tos has already been banned, but it has not 
been. The EPA tried to ban it in 1989 but 
important portions of those regulations 
were overturned in court in 1991. Forty 
countries have banned asbestos but the 
United States has not. 

US Senator Patty Murray, a mem-
ber of the Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee, has tried for over six years to ban 
asbestos from the United States. She has 
introduced a number of bills and most re-
cently she reintroduced her bill, “The Ban 
Asbestos in America Act of 2007.”  

 In Senator Murray’s web-site she 
offers the following information about 
who is exposed to asbestos (keep in mind 
that about 10,000 Americans die each 
year from asbestos exposure): 

• About one third of mesothelioma 
victims were exposed to asbestos 
while serving in the U.S. Navy. 

• Brake mechanics, roofers, cement 
workers and demolition workers are 
exposed. 

• Homeowners doing renovation 
projects are exposed (estimates 
indicate as many as 35 million homes 
and businesses have insulation with 
harmful minerals). 

• Spouses and children of workers – 
who unknowingly bring home 
asbestos fibers on their clothing 
expose others. 

• The EPA has estimated that as many 
as 3,000 consumer products were 
ounce made with asbestos. 

In the next newsletter there will be some 
additional information about asbestos. 
Again, if you have information about the 
Holland or any of our former shipmates 
regarding the use of asbestos – use the 
contact information below.  

USS Holland (AS-32) Asbestos Concerns 

Jessica Schmidt 

Waters & Kraus, LLP 

Www.waterskraus.com 

Office: 800-226-9880 

jschmidt@waterskraus.com 
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My Fellow Shipmates, 
 
        I would like to wel-
come you to our Newsletter 
The Flying Dutchman 
Newsletter, the official 
newsletter of the former 
Crewmembers and Families 
of the Worlds Greatest Ten-
der, the U.S.S.Holland AS-
32.  First and foremost I 
would like to apologize for 
the newsletter delay due to 
several factors that was be-
yond our control.  We have 
had computer and web 
server problems.  My fellow 
Association Officers and I 
have been and are still work-

ing on the reunion to take place in 
my former home-town of San An-
tonio, Texas.  The location for the 
reunion will be the Radisson Hotel 
Market Square. You can take a 
vital tour of the hotel by going to 
http://www.radisson.com/
sanantoniotx . You can call the 
Hotel to make your reservation at 

210-224-7155. Tell them that 
it’s for the USS Holland reun-
ion group so you can receive 
the reunion rate of $89.00 per 
night. I am expecting a  much 
larger gathering than before 
due to Texas being the 2nd 
largest State with 62 crew-
members in our mailing list; 
Florida is 1st with 92 crew-
members. The itinerary for the 
reunion will be placed in the 
hotel’s website in addition to 
our own. We do have planned 
a tour of the San Antonio Mis-
sion and the Mexican Market 
Square on Friday 09/14/2007. 
You can take a quick tour of 
the San Antonio Missions by 

President’s Corner — A Special Message 
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The Chaplain’s Corner 
 

-Teamwork- 
  Train up a child in 

the way he should go and in 
keeping with his individual 
gift or bent and when he 
grows old he will not depart 
from it. Proverbs 22:6 

I can’t help but think of the 
wonderful? time in pre-com 
and the training we went 
through to prepare us, the 
crew, as the ship was being 
prepared for us. Train us they 
did.  I remember being sent to 
cargo handling and boat cox-
swain schools in Little Creek, 
and firefighting school three 
times.  We lived in J-50 bar-
racks where the sub crews 
were also housed.  I don’t 
know who was a rowdier 
bunch. 

Learning who we were and 
meeting new crewmembers 
was sometimes an interesting 
experience.  From all over the 
fleet we came. Submarines 

and targets (surface ships to the 
uninitiated), shore duty and boot 
camp, lifers and short timers, we 
were the crew of the U.S.S. Hol-
land AS-32.  We grew up and 
grew together and became the 
Best Tender in the Navy.  Maybe 
we didn’t have that designation 
in the beginning but you who 
came after us made it so. 

Romans 12:11 states, All disci-
pline for the moment seems not 
to be joyful but results in joy and 
righteousness (my paraphrase). 

We may not have enjoyed the 
constant drills and inspections 
that we endured but you can’t 
deny the results.  The Plank 
owners set a base line for the 
future and those who came after 
us not only met that standard but 
also pushed it even higher. I am 
proud to have served on the Hol-
land and am ready to tell anyone 
who asks what a GREAT SHIP 
AND CREW I served with. 

 I came from the boats to her 
where we were taught teamwork. 
Our lives depended on each 

Robert Prezioso  
 

other. But no other place did I 
ever come across such a group 
of men.  Men, and later women, 
who came together as individu-
als and became one.  That is 
what teamwork is, putting all 
else aside for the common 
good.  We drank and fought, 
laughed and loved, but when it 
came down to the wire we were 
the crew, swabbies and jarheads 
alike. 

To those I served with and 
those who came later all the 
way to de-com, I would like to 
say thank you and I am proud to 
have served with you. I ask you 
to remember those we served 
with who have gone on, and ask 
you to lift up their families in 
your thoughts and prayers. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

logging on to http://
www.nps.gov/saan . We will 
have the ship’s store with 
items for sale there. You may 
also find them at our website. 
Hope to see you at the reun-
ion. 
 Remember the Alamo -- 
sorry I meant the USS 
Holland!  
 
Fair Winds & Smooth Sailing 
 
Joe A. Garcia,  
President 
USS Holland (AS-32)
Association 

I ask you to 

remember those 

we served with 

who have gone 

on, and ask you to 

lift up their 

families in your 

thoughts and 

prayers. 
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Hi Jose, 
 
 My name is Sharon; I worked at the 
Navy Exchange in Scotland from Oct 
 1976 - Jan 1977. I am interested in the 
reunion in San Antonio, Texas. I clicked 
 on the web page for that and it shows 
web page unavailable.  Would you 
please send me information to register 
for this? 
 Thank you, 
 Sharon Hahn 

Hello, from Seattle, Wash 
 My name is Rosie Iverson. I am the widow 
of Archie L Iverson, who served aboard the 
Holland from 1968-1970? Not sure exactly 
what he did, just from hearsay, he was in the 
radio-room, and/or, the electrical? 
I would like to put a note in the next News-
letter to see if anyone knew Archie, and 
exactly what he did, and his rank.  
 When he died in Aug 2001, on his 56th, 
B’day, I tried to find out, but, still no luck, 
except for a “Barry” that had heard Arch 
had died and he sent me his condolences, 
He told me that Arch could have been a 
higher ranking NCO because of his Years in 
the AF-Cadet program and a few college 
years, before he went into the Navy.  
  I am hoping that I can get to go to this next 
reunion, in San Antonio, but, not sure how I 
would get there, as yet.  Jose wants me to 
bring the pic's that Arch took, because he 
was a good photographer, and some of these 
places a lot of the guys might remem-
ber...anyhow,..Anything you can help me 
with, would be greatly appreciated!! 
Rosie Iverson, Seattle Wash 98021 
(email-iversonrm@comcast.net) 
 
 

Jose, 

Wow! I never knew we had a USS Holland 
Association.  My name is now Jollyn Hil-
liard Garza.  I served under Jollyn Hil-
liard.  I arrived in Guam in March 1993 as a 
deck hand SN E-2.  I worked about a year 
on deck before moving to the Disbursing 
Office.  I left the USS Holland in March 
1995 as a DK3. Thanks for responding. 

Jollyn H. Garza  

 

 

I am very interested in membership and will be 
in contact soon with a payment.  I am also plan-
ning on moving to the San Antonio area so I will 
like to go to the reunion.  Any idea when the 
website will be updated.  Also I have enclosed 
some pics and clippings I come across last night.   

Chris   (Byard, Christopher CIV) Chris   (Byard, Christopher CIV) 

Jose, 
 
Thanks for your great work and persis-
tence with the AS-32 reunions. 
My wife, Kathleen, and I will be out of 
the country during your 2007 dates.  
Sorry that we will be unable to attend. 
 Give our regards to all who 
attend. 
Keep us informed of future events as we 
would like to attend if we do not have 
other things on our plate. 
We am still looking for Dan and Rowena 
Scott who went from AS-32 to Corpus 
Christi, TX.  We got a few notes from 
them but then lost them.  Has anyone seen 
or heard from them? 
 
Keith Werner, 
Co-Director with Wife: Kathleen,  
Pilgrims of Faith Marian Center (PFMC), 
A Religious Assn., Inc. 
www.geocities.com/pilgrimsfaith  
P. O. Box 1016, Atco, NJ 08004-4016 

Jose,  
 Yes that was the first thing I 
notice when I search for USS Holland 
and was surprised to see the existence, 
and this is the fourth year huh? Unfortu-
nately neither I nor my spouse will be 
able to attend. We were both on the USS 
Holland. I just retired from the military 
and started my civilian career. Hope you 
all have lots of memorable fun and 
maybe next year we'll join you all. 
 
Andrea Yates 

Hi Jose, 
First let me wish you a relaxing and en-
joyable Memorial Day. 
I got your classmates message and as 
much as I would like to join my ship-
mates in Texas it is a long hall for this 
tired retired old man. 
I have a bootleg picture of the Holland in 
Rota.  I took it in 1966 and I will forward 
to you when I find it.   
Have a safe and rewarding summer. 
Regards, 
William Groome 
ETR2 

Subject: USS beaver AS5 
 
The beaver was around when the Hol-
land was in New London; I think we 
were both older ships. I have located 18 
shipmates alive and 8 who have passed 
on. Trying to find more and set up a re-
union like you are. How can I find a ros-
ter of the beaver crew WWII time? 
 
Thanks, 
  
George Reynolds, (MM1/C)  
P.O. box 3  
Elkton, Md. 21922 

Hi Jose. 
How are you mate? 
Hope all is well with you and your fam-
ily. 
At last reunion I got to see the USS Hol-
land Year Book and you told me 
that you had the CD, so could You send 
it to me please?. 
Hope to see you in September. 
Regards. 
                Bogie Buraczewski. 

mailto:email-iversonrm@comcast.net�


Page 16 Volume 4, Issue 1 

TAPS  
      
 The Flying Dutchman has learned of the following deaths 
since the last newsletter. Our deepest sympathy goes out to the 
families and friends of the deceased. 
 
 
CWO Steven Price     April 2006 
 
Bob Bolinger     December 23, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Anyone who knows of a shipmates death, you are requested 
to notify the newsletter so that person can be listed in TAPS  and 
also on the Honor Roll at the next reunion  
 
 
 
 
 



Jose Garcia, 
President 

USS Holland (AS-32) Association 
jgarcia7469@stx.rr.com 

Ivan H. Harrison, Jr. 
Secretary 

USS Holland (AS-32) Association 

Statement of Publication 

This is the official publication of the USS 
Holland (AS-32) Association. It will be pub-
lished on a quarterly basis with publication 
dates at the end of each quarter. All mem-
bers and associates are encouraged to 
support the voice of the Holland Associa-
tion. Reader response will ultimately deter-
mine the frequency of publication. 

 The news letter is intended to be a 
vehicle for the members and associates to 
express opinions, make suggestions, share 
experiences and especially to keep in 
touch. 

 All letters and stories submitted 
will be considered for publication but they 
must be signed. Letters requesting that the 
writer’s name be withheld will be honored 
and stated so in the printed article. Be-
cause the Association’s goal is a non-profit 
organization, letters espousing a political 
position will not be printed. 

 Unless stated otherwise, the views 
printed in the newsletter are those of the 
article’s writer and do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of the Association leader-
ship or the editor of the newsletter. 

 The Association is not responsible 
for the accuracy of articles submitted for 
publication. It would be impossible to check 
each story. Therefore we rely on the sub-
mitter to research each article. 

 The editor reserves the right to 
edit letters to conform to space limitations 
and grammar. 

 You are encouraged to actively 
participate in the newsletter by submitting 
your letters, stories, photographs and sug-
gestions.  

 Letters may be submitted to: 

Ivan H. Harrison, Jr. 
7518 Hamilton Ave 
Burr Ridge, Illinois 60527-6923  
ivanharrisonjr@hotmail.com 

A newsletter for former sailors of the  
USS Holland (AS-32) 

 We will be creating a compre-
hensive directory of former Holland 
shipmates by the end of the year. It will 
be grouped by several criteria. There 
will be a section listing alphabetically 
by last name, by division and by years 
of service on board the Holland. A form 
will be included in the next newsletter 
to be mailed back and there will be a 
place for you to indicate what informa-
tion you want the directory to carry or 
omit.     

World’s Greatest Tender 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.ussholland.org 

New Directory  

Sub Disasters DVD 
It has sometimes been said that the sea is a more hostile environment than space, yet the U.S. 
Navy has not lost a submarine in over forty years. But when the crew of a modern submarine hears 
the command to dive, they know that danger is never far away. 
MODERN MARVELS® plumbs the depths from the Revolution to today, examining the tragedies 
that claimed hundreds of lives and revealing what engineers and naval architects learned from each 
one. Watch as a modern crew undergoes disaster training in simulators. Naval historians detail 
famous sinkings throughout history. And get an up-close look at the latest generation of rescue 
equipment, which can extract sailors from life or death situations on the ocean floor. 
 
Silent Service Set DVDs 
They were hunters under the sea, living and operating in cramped, claustrophobic quarters. If they 
perished, they knew would meet a hideous death on the ocean floor. They were the men of THE 
SILENT SERVICE. 
The incredible achievements of these heroes come alive in this extraordinary set. Drawing on de-
classified documents, interviews with submariners and their enemies, combat footage and visits to 
museums where the ships are preserved, we'll get a sense of what it was like to serve beneath the 
waves. Each of the four volumes focuses on a different element of the submarine corps: 

 
The Attack Plans of World War Two--Originally touted as scouts for surface fleets, submarines 
were used in far more effective ways as the war wore on. 
 
Silent Service Set #2 DVDs 
They operate deep beneath the world's oceans, delivering death and destruction from below. Their 
crews endure cramped quarters and extraordinary dangers in the course of their duty. And they 
have forever changed the face of warfare. 
THE SILENT SERVICE #2 continues the extraordinary story of the US submarine corps, reliving 
pivotal battles from World War II, examining the shifting strategies during the Cold War and profiling 
the unique vessels that have been developed over the years to undertake special operations. The 
four episodes in this collector's set are: 

 
Submarine Special Ops--From midget subs to manned torpedoes, get an up-close look at the 
remarkable vessels that were created to tackle top-secret missions.  
 
http://store.aetv.com/ 

The Boats of World War Two--See how the subs were designed and learn the stories 
of the Squalus and Argonaut.  

The Captains of World War Two--An up-close look at men like Sam Dealey, "The 
Destroyer Killer," Dudley Morton and Richard O' Kane, who developed strategies 
that helped win the war.  

The Torpedoes of World War Two--See how a failed design nearly proved disastrous, 
and how the definitive submarine weapon was re-invented.  

Wolfpack: UBoats of World War II--Historians examine the tactics and weapons of the 
Battle of The Atlantic, while German and US veterans share their harrowing stories.  

Submarines of the Atlantic--The Atlantic Ocean has always been the proving ground of 
submarines. Sail with the vessels that have made history, and see how they have 
evolved over the years.  

Tracking the Enemy--Go on the trail of "boomers" as we play a deadly game of under-
water hide and seek.  

Wolfpack: UBoats of World War II--Historians examine the tactics and weapons of the 
Battle of The Atlantic, while German and US veterans share their harrowing stories.  

Submarines of the Atlantic--The Atlantic Ocean has always been the proving ground of 
submarines. Sail with the vessels that have made history, and see how they have 
evolved over the years.  

Tracking the Enemy--Go on the trail of "boomers" as we play a deadly game of under-
water hide and seek.  

The Boats of World War Two--See how the subs were designed and learn the stories 
of the Squalus and Argonaut.  

The Captains of World War Two--An up-close look at men like Sam Dealey, "The 
Destroyer Killer," Dudley Morton and Richard O' Kane, who developed strategies 
that helped win the war.  

The Torpedoes of World War Two--See how a failed design nearly proved disastrous, 
and how the definitive submarine weapon was re-invented.  

History Channel DVDs 
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