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• You are introduced to 

your Chaplain in the 

cover story.  

 

• Association President 

Jose Garcia has some 

information for you on 

page two.  

 

• Ivan Harrison, your 

association secretary, 

needs volunteers. See 

his message on page 

two. 

 

• James Meskill sent in 

some pictures of Hol-

land patches. Find them 

on page two.  

 

• A large group of newly 

located shipmates are in 

Welcome Mat on page 

three. 

 

• An e-mail request for 

Christmas Memories 

resulted in five of you 

sharing your stories. 

See them on page four.  

     For those of you who 
have not met me, my name 
is Bob Prezioso. I am a 
Plank owner and came 
abroad with the pre-com 
crew in Norfolk from one of 
the Norfolk boats, an old 
diesel electric ( USS Torsk 
SS423) that is now in Balti-
more Harbor. I had been a 
QM striker on the boat but 
when coming to the Holland 
I went to boat division. For 
those who waited in Nor-
folk, I know you loved the 
schools as much as I did; 
cargo handling and crane 
operation, assault boat cox-
swain and firefighting 3X is 
all that I can remember. 
     The commissioning and 
Caribbean cruise were a 
fun time and molded many 
of us into the elite group 
that would form the founda-
tion for the Best Tender in 
the Navy. From pre-com to 
de-com we became, and 

still are, family. I am proud 
to say to anyone who will 
hear that I served on the 
Holland. 
     Af ter  d ischarge I 
bummed around the coun-
try finally settling in South-
ern California and entered 
the ministry in 1979. I at-
tended Bible College in Los 
Angeles. I have served in 
many capacities as a prison 
chaplain, police chaplain, 
and hospital chaplain, as 
well as pastoring and as-
sisting in several churches 
on both coasts. So much for 
me, let me know about you 
and your experiences on 
the Holland. And don’t be 
shy; I haven’t always been 
a chaplain; remember I did 
come from the boats. 
     I met a lot of crewmem-
bers from throughout the 
active duty of the Holland at 
the reunion in Charleston 
and am looking to meeting 

even more in Cincinnati 
next year. 
     I want to share with 
you a prayer that was 
sent to me by one of the 
association members, 
Kenneth R. Noll, 145 40

th
 

St.. Fl 1, Pittsburgh, Pa 
15201-3201. He sent it to 
me on a Holland station-
ary (really cool).  
     There is a special 
bond between a ship 
and her crewmembers.                 
This is the kind of bond 
that cannot be broken 
by the passage of time. 
We pause now to re-
member those U.S.S. 
Holland shipmates for 
whom time has stood 
still. Let us commemo-
rate those who have 
gone to their final rest. 
As we do so, let us 
hearken to the words of 
the third verse of the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Navy Hymn. It tells us that there 
is a sacred spirit that gives 
light and love and peace. We 
now pray for that spirit to guide 
our dearly departed shipmates 
on their Eternal Patrol. 
 
     If there is anything that I can 
do for you guys or any questions I 
can answer feel free to contact 
me snail, email or phone. Bob 
Prezioso, PO Box 8971, Rocky 
Mount, N.C. 27804-8971 
Bob27856@hotmail.com or 252-
451-0317(cell) always on or 252-
972-8092 (home). 
     If you know any old crewmem-
bers that are not part of the asso-
ciation, let them know about us 
and us about them. See you in 
Cincinnati.   
 
Bob Prezioso 

__________ 

(Continued from page 1) PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

Fellow Shipmates: 
     Whether you served aboard Hol-
land or were close to someone who 
did, we encourage you to join the 
USS Holland AS-32 Association. In 
addition to the latest issue of The 
Flying Dutchman, membership enti-
tles you to a roster of current mem-
bers and their contact information, as 
well as notification of events spon-
sored by the Association, including 
discounts on Holland merchandise in 
the Ship’s Store that is due to open 
in the near future on our website, 
and especially details and Registra-
tion Forms for the next reunion. 
Funds to publish and distribute The 
Flying Dutchman come from your 
Association dues, so join up and help 
keep this worthwhile effort going. If 
you know of any shipmates who are 
not aware of this site or of the USS 
Holland Association, please pass the 
word. Visit us at: 
http://www.ussholland.org.  
     We would like to hear from all of 
the USS Holland Shipmates. 
 
Smooth Sailing & Fair Winds, 
 
Jose A. Garcia, President 
USS Holland AS-32 Association 
Jgarcia0212@sbcglobal.net 

Published By: 

Military Locator & Reunion Service, Inc 
PO Drawer 11399 
Hickory, NC 28603 

828-256-6008 (voice) 
828-256-6559 (fax) 

Dinamlrs@charterinternet.com 
Karenmlrs@charterinternet.com 
www.mlrsinc.com (web site) 
 
“Our Reunions Work So You Don’t Have 

To” 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
The cost of this issue is $210.00.  
     From now on, the Association will be 
billed for the newsletter. Do not send 
contributions to ML&RS, Inc.  Send 
to:  

Gary Stowe 
 909 W New St 

 Palmyra, MO 63461. 

Treasury Balance as of 12/14/05: 
 $821.61 
Paid Members:  78 
Submitted by: 
 Gary Stowe, USS Holland AS-32 
Treasurer 

TREASURER’S  
REPORT 

VOLUNTEERS 

     The Holland Association is look-
ing for a volunteer to serve as Ser-
geant-at-Arms through the next reun-
ion. For information about duties and 
responsibilities, please contact Ivan 
Harrison at: 
 ivanharrisonjr@hotmail.com or write 
to: 
 Ivan Harrison  
 7518 Hamilton Ave 
 Burr Ridge, Illinois 60527 
 630-986-1314 
 
     We are also looking for expertise 
in the legal profession (lawyer or 
paralegal) for occasional legal advice 
or research. Please contact Ivan for 
this also. 
     One of the unique aspects of the 
Holland environment was that there 
were so many highly skilled individu-
als in many fields. If you are willing to 
volunteer your time, let me know 
what skills you think would help the 
association and if you want to de-
velop new interest of skills—your 
time would most certainly be of value 
to our organization. 
 
Thank you, 
Ivan H. Harrison, Jr. 
Secretary, USS Holland (AS-32) As-
sociation 

__________ 

Submitted by James Meskill 
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Charles Seymour (1972-74) 
 

Robert Gabel (1966-68) LT S-1 Div 
 

Hariman Clay (1967-69) EMC R-3 Div 
 

Howard King (1974-75) CWO S-2 Div 
 

Sherrill Rasmussen (1991-93) DC1 
 

David Jackson (1974-76) DM1 RS Div 
 

Al Smith (1976-80) LDO LTJG/LT  
W-2/W-6 Div 

 
Warner Surratt (1976-80) CPO 

 
Derek Sauls (1993-96) IC1 E Div 

 
Jerry Rhodes ENC 

 
Ronald Copas (1970-72) 

 
Edward Landis (1963-65) ET3  

R-4 Div 
 

Donald Toomey (1972-73) PN2 
 

Mike Fredrickson (1976) BM2 (DV1) 
 

Russ Schaffer (1963-66) EN1 A Gang 
 

James O’Toole (1976-78) S-1 Div 
 

Raymond Stafford 
 

Ralph Munger (1975-76) 
 

     This is the official publication 
of the USS Holland AS-32. From 
now on it will be published quar-
terly in March, June, September 
and December, subject to receiv-
ing sufficient funding.  The  News-
letter is funded by voluntary con-
tributions from the membership.  
All members are encouraged to 
support the voice of the Holland. 
A financial statement will appear 
in each of the following issues. 
Send contributions Gary Stowe, 
909 W New St., Palmyra, MO 
63461. 
     The newsletter is intended to 
be a vehicle for the members to 
express opinions, make sugges-
tions and especially share experi-
ences. 
     Unless otherwise stated,  the 
views and opinions printed in the 
newsletter are those of the arti-
cle’s writer, and do not necessar-
ily represent the opinion of the 
Association leadership or the Edi-
tor of the Newsletter. 
     All letters and stories submit-
ted will be considered for publica-
tion, except unsigned letters will 
not be published. Letters request-
ing the writer’s name be withheld 
will be honored, but published on 
a space available basis. Signed 
letters with no restrictions will be 
given priority.  
      Letters demeaning to another 
shipmate will not be printed; let-
ters espousing a political position 
will not be printed. 
     ML&RS, Inc is not responsi-
ble for the accuracy of articles 
submitted for publication. It 
would be impossible to check 
each story. Therefore, we rely 
on the submitter to research 
each article. 
     The editor reserves the right to 
edit letters to conform to space 
limitations and grammar. 
     You are encouraged to ac-
tively participate in the newsletter 
family, by submitting your stories 
and suggestions.  

_________ 

Robert Bollinger (1965-67) TM1 
 

Karl Poruben 
 

Lawrence Wigley 
 

Dennis Gratke (1971-74) HT3  
R1 Div 

 
Thomas Crouch 

 
John Brennan 

 
Douglas Adamson 

 
Wally Taylor (1975-77) CWO 2/3 

Supply Disbursing 
__________ 

   WELCOME MAT 

     The following shipmates have 
been located since the last newsletter. 
Welcome aboard. We hope to see 
you at the next reunion. You are in-
vited to become an active member of 
the USS Holland reunion group. Be-
cause of the large number of names, 
we will not be able to include ad-
dresses, but if you see someone 
you know and would like his/her 
address, contact ML&RS, Inc. and 
we will provide it to you. 

TAPS 
     The Holland Flying Dutchman 
has learned of the following death 
since the last newsletter. Our 
deepest sympathy goes out to the 
family and friends of the de-
ceased.  

 
Donald Phifer (1963-65) MRI 

Died June 19, 2005 
 

     Anyone who knows or learns 
of a shipmate’s death, you are 
requested to notify the newsletter 
so that person can be listed in 
TAPS and also on the Honor Roll 
at the next reunion. 

__________ 

 USS HOLLAND 
REUNION 

 

JULY 20-23, 2006 
 

CINCINNATI, OH 
 
 

STATEMENT OF 
PUBLICATION 
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Flying Dutchman, 
     I was aboard the USS Holland 
from Nov 1967—May 1971. I was 
on her for the yard period pictured 
in Vol. 2 Issue 3. I went through 
REFTRA in GTMO and the rough 
ride to Amsterdam. I departed 
while she was in Rota in 1971. I 
hope to make the reunion this 
summer. Does anyone remember 
QM1 Simpson or QMCS Purves 
(not certain of that spelling)? I’ve 
attached a copy of a picture of me 
and my wife from the Flying Dutch-
man on the family cruise out of 
Rota. This was the time a line 
snapped and tragically injured 
some sailors. 
 
QMC Donald Huffman 
1107 Memorial Dr 
Macomb, IL 61455 

__________ 

stay and duty onboard the Holland 
was the highlight of my 30+ year 
career. The best of shipmates, the 
families and reception and accep-
tance from the local populace made 
it all worthwhile. 
 
Wally Taylor, CWO4, SC, USN 
(Ret) 
Aboard Holland 6/75 to 10/77 

__________ 
 

     I was on a destroyer prior to my 
tour on USS Holland. On Christmas 
Eve we were in Hawaii, about to 
depart for WestPac. I was JOOD, 
and the telephone rang. I answered 
PO Johnson, and it was my mother. 
She said that she had spent some 
time to get through the base opera-
tor in Pearl Harbor, but she got con-
nected to my ship, and then I an-
swered. It was a wonderful surprise 
for Christmas Eve, and one that I 
will always remember fondly. 
 
DeWitt C. Johnson 

__________ 
 
     Christmas 1972: Christmas din-
ner on board was always great. But 
this one was special because the 
Simon Lake had taken our place in 
Rota and in 3 days, December 28, 
1972, we would be leaving to go 
back to “the world.” Which we did! I 
had been out of the U.S. for a long 
time, but the Holland had not been 
in the U.S. for a long, long time. The 
coming home pennant was so long 
they tied balloons to it so it didn’t 
drag in the water.  
     I think Christmas ‘71 was when 
the Bob Hope show was in Rota. 
That was neat. I sat really close to 
the stage, between Bob and his cue 
cards. I could turn around and read 
the cards before Bob did, so I knew 
the jokes before he said them. I got 
a big lump in my throat when we all 
sang “Silent Night” at the end of the 
show. 
 
Dennis Gratke 

__________ 
 

     While stationed in Rota, Spain, 
on the USS Holland at Christmas 
time in 1969, word was out that a 

shipment of Christmas trees had ar-
rived—and if you wanted a good one, 
you had better get to the base right 
away. Since my husband was on-duty 
at the time and unable to be there to 
help pick out the tree, I accompanied 
my neighbors to base. I selected what 
I thought was the best available and 
proudly hauled it back to our apart-
ment at Rotamar. When Mike arrived 
home and saw the tree, he called it a 
Christmas “shrub” and exclaimed that 
it had tent worms (it didn’t!). He pro-
ceeded to put the lights on the tree 
which he somehow rewired with cop-
per wire that was probably not meant 
to be used on the Spanish electrical 
system. We quickly learned that if you 
touched the lights, you got shocked. 
We also purchased special ornaments 
on the Spanish economy that, to this 
day, I still carefully unwrap each year 
and think of our first Christmas in 
Rota as I place them on the Christ-
mas tree. 
 
Pam Silliman 
Wife of Mike Silliman (deceased) 
BM2 USS Holland 

__________ 
 

     During my 7 years as a single, 
somewhat isolated young swabby, I, 
like many shipmates, did not take 
Christmas leave or go ashore on the 
sacred days themselves. We would 
stand by for family men who had duty 
on either Christmas or its eve or both. 
We were glad to do it, but our loneli-
ness and a bit of brittle cynicism 
would set in when the actual holidays 
arrived. The food was usually pretty 
good and there was not much else 
going on. We would sit around and 
out gripe each other. In the mid 
1960’s I do remember someone on 
the Holland in the Pattern Shop made 
up some mildly sacrilegious lyrics to 
the South Pacific show tune “Bloody 
Mary.” I don’t remember many of the 
words, but whoever did it changed the 
title to “Cherry Mary” being the gal he 
loved. It was a really offbeat way to 
commemorate the Virgin Birth. Where 
else but in the Navy..? 
 
John Harkins 

__________ 
 

MAIL CALL 

CHRISTMAS  
MEMORIES 

     The fond memories of Christ-
mas aboard the Holland in Holy 
Loch (1975-77) where we were 
able to observe the holiday with a 
short, 8-9 hour workday. Still, the 


